
Welcome to
our new
community
newsletter
WELCOME to the first 
edition of the R Plevin &
Sons community newsletter. 
As a long-standing family
firm and a major employer
in the area, we are keen to
be in touch with our local
community.  
We hope you will find our
first edition interesting as it
contains articles about what
we do, how we are 
regulated, a short history of
the company and more.
This newsletter is being 
distributed to homes near
our site.
Best wishes and thanks for
reading.

Jamie Plevin
Managing Director

Getting in
touch
WE are always pleased to
hear from our neighbours.
Anyone with queries about
our site or operations can
call reception on 
01457 838444 or email
mail@plevin.co.uk. 
One of our managers will 
respond to your enquiry. 
Our website
www.plevin.co.uk
is currently being 
re-designed and will be
going live in the coming
months.

TWO of our most loyal employees received a special
award recently after notching up a total of 30 years’
service between them.

Andy Foley and Mark Griffin joined the company
within a month of each other back in 1996. 

They were the first people hired by managing 
director Jamie Plevin to work at our Mossley site. 

Football enthusiast Mark, of Lorne Street in Moss-
ley, serves as a director of Mossley AFC in his spare
time.

The 38-year-old, who works as a machine operator
at Plevin, said: “There is a good atmosphere both 
inside and outside of work and there is a real family
feel to the place.”

Andy, 44, of Bylands Fold in Dukinfield, is transport
manager and helps to oversee our fleet of 
vehicles.

He said: “I enjoy my job, I live nearby and Plevin is
a good company to work for.  

“I’ve had no reason to look for another job and hope
to be here for many more years yet.”

Jamie recognised Andy and Mark’s hard work and
dedication with a special award, which he presented
to the duo during a surprise ceremony.

“As a local family firm, people like Andy and Mark
are the lifeblood of Plevin,” said Jamie.

“I would like to thank each of them for their 
invaluable input at the company.”

Managing director
Jamie Plevin with
Andy Foley (left) and
Mark Griffin (right).

Long service
award for two
loyal workers

The process

New acoustic screen gets the go-ahead: Page 2
Your environmental questions answered: Page 4
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Turning waste
wood into 

everything from
biomass fuel 

to cat litter

Q: Who monitors the environ-
mental aspect of your 
operations?
A: Historically, Plevins was 
regulated by the local authority,
Tameside Metropolitan Borough
Council (TMBC). Once we 
obtained our waste management
permit in 2004, regulation of our
wood recycling operation passed
to the Environment Agency (EA),
which in 2009 also became 
responsible for monitoring noise
at all industrial sites, including
ours. We still liaise with TMBC,
which is intrinsic to our noise 
policy relating to vehicle move-
ments in our front yard. Our
transport operation is regulated
by the Traffic Commissioner. 

Q: How do you minimise noise
at the site?
A: Continually, over the past
decade, we have been making
regular improvements 
regarding vehicle noise and plant
noise. We operate under a court-
approved environmental noise
policy for vehicle movements. 
Included within this policy is an
arrangement for bi-annual unan-
nounced noise monitoring by 

Your environmental questions answered

Our safety, health, environ-
mental and quality manager
MICHELLE BARNES
answers your questions on
the steps we have taken to
protect the local environment.

STAGE 1
Our raw material is waste wood.  Much of this wood comes from
the local authority civic amenity sites that householders take waste
wood from their homes to. Examples of what we collect are
kitchen cupboards, chipboard furniture and wooden tables. The
waste wood is brought to site, sorted and allocated for processing.

STAGE 3
Our products are sold by customers 
including supermarkets and other major
retailers across the UK. In the case of cat
litter and animal bedding, for example,
they are regularly found in the home and
you may be using them already without
even knowing. 

STAGE 2
The waste wood is graded and large pieces are broken down. This wood
passes through a production plant where it is chipped, or baled and packaged
ready for distribution to our customers. Our finished products include wood
shavings and sawdust for animal bedding; sawdust for the production of 
biomass fuel pellets and wood-based cat litter, plus wood chips for sale to
biomass power plants and manufacturers of composite wood products.

independent specialists, the 
findings of which factually
demonstrate continued 
improvements. 
In 2007 we invested more than
£1.5m in a state-of-the-art sound
proofed wood-processing line 
located inside our main build-
ings. This is quieter and has 
enabled us to reduce noise. 
We have also just received plan-
ning permission for an acoustic
wall that will reduce noise even
further (See page three).

Q: What about dust? I have
seen what looks like dust 
coming from the site 
A: In 2004, Plevin voluntarily
started monitoring any dust
emissions from our site. These
results are given to the EA.  
Our dust emission readings are
regularly less than one quarter of
the amount that is classed as a
‘nuisance’ in law.
To stop dust escaping from the
site we use dust suppression
techniques. These involve the
spraying of a fine mist of water
over the operating area to damp
down any wood dust and prevent
it from rising. This fine water
vapour can look like dust in the
air but it isn’t. It is harmless.

Q: Do you handle demolition
waste?
A: We do not handle demolition
waste. We handle a small per-
centage of wood derived from
demolition sites, but this has 
already been segregated from
other demolition materials at
source and prior to arrival at our
site. Our permit to operate at the
site, issued by the Environment
Agency, only allows us to accept

timber-based products and this is
all we do accept. 
None of our raw material 
presents a health hazard when it
reaches the site and nor do our
finished products when they
leave.  

Q: Why do you store waste
wood at the site?
A: The sources of our waste
wood are affected by seasonal
supply and demand. For exam-
ple, waste wood from new
homes construction is more 
prolific in the summer months,
when most new houses are built.
Furthermore, demand for one of
our main products, animal 
bedding, is greater in winter
when farmers take their livestock
inside. Due to these fluctuations,
the piles of wood waste at our
site may vary in height from hour
to hour and day to day.  Never-
theless, the height of these wood
stacks is always within limits 
allowed by the regulators.

Q: How do you monitor air
quality?
A: Please see the article on page
three.



New acoustic
screen gets
the go-ahead

Air quality now
being monitored

DID YOU
KNOW?

OPEN for business

R PLEVIN & SONS has welcomed news that an 
independent analysis of air quality in Mossley is now
under way.

The Environment Agency’s air monitoring will be
among the most rigorous and in-depth ever carried out
in the Mossley area. 

A mobile monitoring facility (MMF) has been delivered
to Mossley and will be deployed near Miller Hey for
three to four months, close to residents who have 
expressed concerns over air quality. The hi-tech equip-
ment is taking air samples continuously in real time and

monitoring levels of polluting air particles.
Finance director Graham Hobson said: “As a respon-

sible neighbour that supports the local community, we
welcome this development. We are confident our 
operation is not the source of the health problems that
have been reported by some residents. 

“We look forward to the results of the air monitoring.” 
The Environment Agency announced that the MMF

would be coming to Mossley at a meeting involving 
R Plevin & Sons representatives, regulatory bodies and
residents.

 Plevin is one of the UK’s leading
wood processing and recycling
companies

 It was formed in 1973 by locally-
born Roy Plevin

 The company is now run by Roy’s
sons Simon and Jamie

 In 1995 the company bought the
Mossley site, which also serves
as our headquarters

 We employ 65 people at Mossley
– 54 of whom live within 10 miles
of the plant

 In total, we collect, process and
distribute 600,000 tonnes of wood
a year from our sites

 We sell more than 10 million
packs of baled/bagged material
annually

 We get our raw materials from
council civic amenity sites, skip
hire firms, pallet manufacturers
and joinery workshops

 Much of the wood we recycle
would otherwise go to waste. In
fact, we prevent 200,000 tonnes
of waste going to landfill annually

 Our products include wood 
shavings; sawdust; hay and
straw for use as animal bedding;
sawdust for the production of
biomass fuel pellets and wood
based cat litter; and wood chips
for sale to manufacturers of 
composite wood products and
biomass power plants

We supply animal bedding products to supermarkets and large-scale pet wholesalers. Our brands
include Snowflake and Woodpecker.

WE have been granted planning permission
to build an acoustic screen along the eastern
boundary of the site.  

We submitted proposals for the six-metre
concrete screen following noise complaints in
relation to our rear yard operation by a small
number of residents living nearby.

The screen was given the go-ahead by
councillors despite Tameside Metropolitan 
Borough Council planning officers 
recommending refusal.

Managing director Jamie Plevin said: “We

will now sit down with the relevant parties
and draw up a detailed timetable for work on
the screen to begin. We are keen to ensure
work starts as quickly as possible.”

He added: “We are confident the screen
will offer a solution to the complaints over
noise and enable all parties to move on. 

“We would like to re-iterate our long-term
commitment to developing the existing Moss-
ley site, which employs 65 people and as
such is one the biggest job providers in the
town.”

IN the past, we’ve been asked about our operating hours.
Planning permission for our site actually allows a round-the-
clock operation, 24 hours, seven days a week if we wish.

However, we voluntarily restrict our operations in the 
interests of being a good neighbour. Our operating hours are
as follows:

 The environmental permit for the rear yard operation allows
recycling of wood from 4am to 10pm, seven days a week.

 The operator’s licence allows vehicle movements from
4.30am to 10.30pm Monday to Friday and from 4.30am to
1pm on Saturday.

 Vehicle movements on Sundays and bank holidays are only
permitted to comply with legal requirements in relation to
the recycling of timber. Third party vehicle movements are
allowed on site 24/7. 

 We restrict our recycling operation where possible to 7am to
6pm Mondays to Fridays and 7am to 12pm on Saturdays.

We get our waste wood from council civic amenity sites, skip hire firms, pallet manufacturers
and joinery workshops.

ADIE MASON, 38, grew up in Stalybridge and now lives in Gee Cross, Hyde, with
his wife and two children. Here, the keen Manchester United fan talks us through
his varied role at the company and explains there is no such thing as a typical day. 

When did you join Plevin? 
Back in 2004. Since then I’ve done a few different roles and can honestly say I’ve
enjoyed them all. I have worked in the waste recycling industry since 
leaving full-time education. 

What are your main responsibilities? 
I’m the main point of contact with the Environment Agency (EA), and am 
involved with the day-to-day running of the Mossley operation and our
satellite sites in South Wales, Norfolk and Gloucestershire. I train 
people to drive forklift trucks and other plant equipment. I also get 
involved in timber procurement, which involves pricing jobs and 
dealing with customers. 

Do you need a particular qualification to do your job? 
Every recycling facility in the country must have someone on its staff with
what’s called a Certificate of Technical Competence (CoTC). I was awarded this
certificate several years ago. This means I am qualified to be the main point of
contact with the EA.

Did gaining the certificate involve lot of work?
Just a bit! It took about 12 months in total. I completed modules in subjects
such as controlling, moving and sorting biodegradable waste. The qualifica-
tion is well regarded in the industry and has helped me to progress, so the
hard work was definitely worth it. 

What does a typical working day involve?
There is no such thing! If I’m visiting one of our other sites I will leave at 5am
and probably won’t be back home until 7pm. If I’m at Mossley I will arrive on
site at 7.30am. I will make sure everything is running smoothly with the chip-
ping plant in the rear yard and then have discussions with the transport team
about the day’s deliveries. I will brief the site supervisor and after that it’s a
case of monitoring production. It’s essentially a logistics role. 

What do you do in your spare time? 
I love spending time with my family and watching Man Utd play. When I get
chance I also like to pop to the pub with my friends. 

Adie MasonSpotlight on:


